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Dead Sea Scrolls: Investigate parallels between early Christian beliefs and practices and those reflected in the Dead Sea Scrolls
The Essene philosophies and Christianity offer a wide range of similarities that steam heavily on prophesy. However, critical disparities tend exists among the two especially their interpretations. For instance, the sectarians of Qumran did not observe the prophets modifying Torah which is an essential tenant among Christians thought. The Essenes were strict adherence of law and order in the society and were quite visible at the time of Christ and were clearly known to everyone. However, Christian did not see any need to single them out as objects representing the falsehood just like he did to the Pharisees or Sadducees (Josephus, p3). Christ had a new approach to the way of salvation and completely different theological formula to attaining Gods salvation which was principally through faith and not the outside law. Christ reveled that attaining God’s salvation is just blindly observation of the earthly laws. 
The Dead Sea scrolls illustrate that the Essenes were very secretive as well as exclusive. The knowledge they had could only be shared among the inner circle members. Moreover, they had hatred for women, did not tolerate children and often frowned on marriage. Moreover, they usually had forgiveness attributes amongst each other but could not an eye with their enemies and practiced strict adherence to the law. Christian on the other side was built on foundations of Jesus Christ love forever one including the perceived enemies. Christianity brought women, children, sick, lepers together as illustrated through Christ association with tax collectors, sinners, lepers and women clearing offering hope to the hopeless and equality among human kind to the eyes of the God (Josephus,p4). There is a formula to acquire the God’s salvation which can only be attained by treating everyone equally without discriminations. Christ never discriminated anyone regardless of whether the individual is a sinner or not but showed all people are equal and no one is above the law. 
The Christ teachings and ways tend to be foreign to the Essenes. It is because they concentrated only on the Jewish law. The Jewish philosophers as well as historians believed that the Essenes were paragons of virtue in the Palestinian theocracy. This is despite the Christ describing different versions of true virtue. Christ stated that true virtue did not emanate or prescription by men but was actually a matter of God. The Essenes believed they could acquire God’s favor through developing a sophisticated Jewish systems primarily to endeavor up to that time unlike the Christ teachings on the formula to God’s teachings. 
The Dead Sea scrolls describe the events elaborated in the New Testament hence widening an understanding of the Jewish background in regard to Christianity. Similarities between the beliefs and practices have been expounded in the Qumran literature and early Christianity. Some of parallels described include comparison in the rituals such as baptism, communal meals and property ownership. The organizational structures are divided into the twelve tribes normally lead by the twelve chiefs just like the twelve apostles in the early church. There is a common believe that the literature of Qumran and early Christian teachings originate from common bases within the Judaism despite lacking the direct link between early Christianity and Qumran community. To a great extend the scrolls tend to affirm the accuracy of the bible. The Dead Sea scrolls take a crucial role in aiding accessibility of accurate preservation of the Old Testament. Except for the book of Esther, numerous manuscripts from every Old Testament book generate a detailed comparisons with the more recent texts.
The scrolls are the most ancient of the Old Testament manuscripts written in the Hebrew language. They employed three main tools of dating including the archaeology, paleography and the orthography and the carbon-14 dating method.  It is clear that whenever all the three methods arrived at the same conclusion the reliability of the dating was quite high unlike when one offers different results. Hence, scholars would employ the use of the three dating methods for verification purposes of dates and contents written. The Dead Sea scrolls revealed the ancient documents which are traced in the Old Testament books with exception of the book of Esther. They also included apocryphal books, commentaries, and manuals of discipline for the Qumran community as well as the theological texts. 
Some similarities between the Qumran community manuscripts and Old Testament. The most provocative caves including cave 1 and cave 4 excavated in 1949 and 1952 respectively illustrated critical discoveries. They are well preserved scroll for the book of Isaiah. Cave 3 offered an opportunity to discover the famous copper scrolls in 1952. Unlike other caves whose writings were done through leather or parchment, this cave was undertaken through copper and provided green light to sixty four sites in Jerusalem normally considered as hidden treasure hence no treasure was actually found in the sites under investigations. Cave 4 provided a fragment from the book of Samuel. Caves 1 and 4 is primarily an eschatological text that describes the forty year war that took place between the sons of light and the evil sons of darkness. Cave 11 explains the future temple in Jerusalem whose constructions would take place at the end of the age. These ancient features enables the readers to grasp valuable insights in the understanding of the Judaism and Christianity (Burrows, p3).
There is practically some major identical between the books of Isaiah scroll whose writings date around 100 B.C and found among the dead sea documents and the book of Isaiah written in the Masoretic text. However, there were smaller differences that included the spelling differences but the content remained unchanged clearly stating that the dead seas scrolls and Christianity offer similar attributes. Majority of the scholars investigating the Masoretic text and the dead seas scrolls clearly stated they are nearly identical. Therefore, the dead seas scrolls provide a highly valuable evidence in regarding too accurately and carefully preserved Old Testament (Josephus, p2).
The Dead Sea scrolls act as a proof that the Old Testament canon existed prior to third century. It is because some sceptics tend to question the date of the prophecies and some alluded that they were not recorded until after or during the time of Jesus resulting in discounting the prophetic messages. The prophecies made over centuries before the birth of Jesus Christ as well as being specific in details. Evidence suggests the Old Testament was written between 450 B.C.  It is because the Greek translation is believed to take place in 250 B.C during the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus who ruled between 285B.C to 246 B.C.  Some arguments emanate from the very fact that Greek translations actually existed prior to the third century. The Dead Sea scrolls affirms that Old Testament canon existed prior to the third century.  The manuscripts fragments in all the books of Old Testament except the book of Esther were discovered predating the birth of Jesus Christ dating as early as third century B.C.  for instance, some portions from book of Samuel, Daniel, twelve minor prophets  that are identical to the Masoretic texts are dated between third century to 25 B.C. therefore, it is believed that the old testament is similar to the one the that the Essenes actually working and studying (Josephus,p2).
The Isaiah scrolls is a 24 foot long scroll that is carefully preserved and offers a complete book of Isaiah. The scroll dates 100 B.C with more vivid descriptions about the prophecies of messiah specifically in chapter 53 referred to as the suffering servant. The Jewish scholars explain that the teachings are in conjunction with the sufferings of the Israel, careful readings point prophesy implies to the Christ. Some of the evidence include, the suffering servant is sinless (53.39), dies and resurrection (53:8-10) and death and sufferings are for sins of the people (53:4-6). Based on those characteristics, the Jewish scholars would be inaccurate to point out the suffering reflect the Israel rather to Jesus Christ. It is the Isaiah scroll that grant us the manuscript that clearly predates the birth of Jesus by one century before. Moreover, it contains numerous important and crucial messianic prophecies about Jesus. Upon the reading the Isaiah scrolls, the skeptics have no opportunities in alluding that the portions of the book were written after the birth of Jesus. Therefore, the Dead Sea scrolls provide evidence that the Old Testament cannon competition took place by third century B.C. in addition, the prophecies in the Old Testament regarding the birth of Christ were predated (Burrows, p3).
The Dead Sea scrolls offer revelations that messianic expectation of Jews uncovered most of parallels to the messianic hope revealed in the New Testament as well as disparities. For instance, the Jewish expected personal messiah instead of a nation, messiah would descent from the King David descendants.  Messiah would conform His identity through miracles performances and resurrection of the dead and finally he would possess both human and divine attributes. The cave 4 manuscript that was entitled messianic apocalypse copied in the first B.C describe the anticipated ministry of the messiah. The message on the manuscript shows some similarities between the gospels books Luke 7.21-22 giving hope to the blind, deaf, poor, lame, leapers and raise the dead. The differences emanate in the fact that Essenes believed there would be two messiahs including the Aaronic messiah and Davidic messiah while the Christians always taught about one messiah (DupontSommer, p2).  Moreover, while Jesus criticized the Jewish laws, the Essenes were very stringent on matters regarding ceremonial purity. Jesus socialized with everyone including tax collectors, lepers considered defiling by Jews. The Jews were strict on sabbatarians while Jesus tend to violate such crucial aspect of law. The Quramn community segregated the inclusion of women, Gentiles and sinners but Jesus reached out to such group’s clealy contrasting the Jewish practices. It is quite clear that Essenes were not the source of early Christianity as claimed by scholars but it’s derived from the Old Testament teachings as well as the ministry of Jesus. The dead seas scrolls provide evidence in regard to the significant discovery, confirming the accurate preservations of Old Testament test. Moreover, preservation of the messianic prophecies of Christ and other significant valuable insights into the first century Judaism (Harris, p.2).
In conclusion, the dead seas scrolls provide essential evidence in regard to the old testaments. They provide proof that prophecies majorly in the book of Isaiah were not insertions as critics would allude but written before Christ. The dead seas scrolls offers a peace scroll that reveals the light of Christ that has created a community service primarily marked by love and humility unlike the war scroll that is filled with ritualistic fanaticism and social intolerance among people.  
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